
July 13, 2026

Project Narrative – Unity Temple Church of God in Christ - Addition and Site Improvements 

The proposed project is a 3,893 SF addition to the existing 7,230 SF church and includes site improvements and is 

located at 4801 63rd Avenue North. The church congregation is outgrowing their current space and looking to 

expand the sanctuary and support spaces to accommodate the growth. The project is proposing a new addition to 

the north and south of their current sanctuary with support spaces below and including a new drive-up entry for 

accessibility. The current church and parking area is divided by steps and a long sloping walk, making access more 

difficult for older members. The other improvements include an elevator, Sunday school classrooms, office and 

support spaces.  

The site will be improved by adding parking to the south and north with a new street connection to Perry Avenue 

to accommodate new accessible parking spaces and drop off at the front entry. The new impervious parking area 

is balanced with stormwater improvements on the south part of the site as well as landscaping screening 

between the new parking and residential homes to the west and north.  

The church leadership and design team held a neighborhood meeting on June 24th attended by four households 

and approximately 10 people. The topics discussed were traffic, parking lot noise and lighting and loss of natural 

landscape.  

In response to these comments, it was discussed that almost all of the significant traffic would be occurring on 

Sunday morning and afternoon, unlike the school building to the south. The increased parking on site is both a 

city requirement and being a good neighbor to ensure church parking happens on site rather than using up on-

street parking. The inclusion of a stormwater filtration area will improve the runoff from the new and existing 

parking field, where no treatment exists for the current parking area.  

Following the meeting, the site lighting has been designed to have virtually no spill over to the neighbors and well 

under the city code requirements. The parking area will be screened via coniferous plantings rather than a fence. 

To limit any after-hours activity in the south parking area, a gate is proposed at the north side of the parking lot 

extension to bar vehicular access when not being used for church activities.  

The church leadership and design team plan a follow up meeting to review the improvements and ways the 

project is addressing their concerns prior to the planning commission meeting. 

Exhibit A
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Project Narrative – Unity Temple Addition - Conditional Use Permit Request Reponses 

 

The conditional use permit is requested as the church was built in the 1960’s before conditional use permits or 

their precursor were required for the use in residential districts. As the addition is expanding this use, the CUP is 

requested. 

 

• The establishment, maintenance or operation of the conditional use will promote and  

enhance the general public welfare and will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, 

morals or comfort.  

 Response: The property has been used as a church for many years. The increase in the use will 

further foster community and wellbeing in the neighborhood and city as the church is a welcoming and 

respectful neighbor.  

• The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate 

vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within 

the neighborhood.  

Response: The church will not be injurious to others or affect their enjoyment of their own 

properties. It has continued to operate responsibly, and the application has allowed it to connect 

to its near neighbors and hear their concerns and work to address them.  

•  The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and 

improvement of surrounding property for permitted uses.  

Response: The project will continue in its current use and will not impede the normal and orderly 

development of the surrounding properties. The project is wholly self-contained on the site and 

still modest use of the lot including traffic, which will only be fully utilized on Sundays when 

general traffic is lighter.  

• Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress, egress and parking so designed as to 

minimize traffic congestion in the public streets.  

Response: The project has introduced another street connection at Perry Avenue with the 

expanded parking to provide alternate routes to the site for ingress and egress.  

• Impacts such as noise, hours of activity, and exterior lighting have been sufficiently addressed to mitigate 

negative impacts on nearby uses; and  

Response: We have listened to neighborhood concerns and addressed the lighting by limiting the 

impacts to the property line or less per the zoning requirements. In addition, we’re planting landscaping 

along the property to further lessen any impacts. The project is also installing a gate to the south parking 

are to limit access on non-church function times, so after hours access is restricted.  

• The conditional use shall, in all other respects, conform to the applicable regulations of the district in 

which it is located. 

Response: The project being proposed follows all building and parking setbacks and other zoning 

requirements, preserves existing trees and exceeds the landscaping requirements.  
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A1.0

PROPOSED BUILDING

PLANS

BROOKLYN CENTER, MN

UNITY TEMPLE

CHURCH

25-101

07.13.2026

SITE AND BUILDING PLAN

REVIEW APPLICATION
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PROPOSED PLAN - LOWER LEVEL

1/8" = 1'-0"
2

PROPOSED PLAN - UPPER LEVEL
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TRASH ENCLOSURE - WEST

CEDAR BOARD ON METAL FRAME
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EXTERIOR VIEW -

NORTHWEST

BROOKLYN CENTER, MN

UNITY TEMPLE

CHURCH

25-101

07.13.2026

SITE AND BUILDING PLAN
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CITY OF BROOKLYN CENTER NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING

Details for CITY OF BROOKLYN CENTER NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING

Jul 30, 2026

CITY OF BROOKLYN CENTER NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO WHOM IT MAY

CONCERN: Please take notice that the Planning Commission of the City of

Brooklyn Center will hold an in-person public hearing on Thursday, August 13,

2026 at approximately 7:00 p.m. Meeting materials can be accessed by visiting

the City of Brooklyn Center's website at: https://www.brooklyncentermn.gov/. A

definite time for this application to be considered cannot be given as it will

depend on the progression of the agenda items. TYPE OF REQUEST(S): Site

and Building Plan and Conditional Use Permit APPLICANT -- PROPERTY

OWNER: Unity Temple Church of God in Christ PROPERTY ADDRESS -- PID:

4801 63rd Ave N, Brooklyn Center, MN 55429 -- 33-119-21-44-0010 BRIEF

STATEMENT OF CONTENTS OF PETITION: The Applicant is requesting review

and consideration of a request to construct an approximately 3,896 square foot

addition and complete certain site improvements, including a parking lot

expansion with a new secondary curb cut access off Perry Avenue North. The

Applicant will require site and building plan approval as well as issuance of a

conditional use permit for the proposed expansion within the R1 (Low Density

Residential) District. Comments and questions may be forwarded to

gmcintosh@brooklyncentermn.gov up until 4:30 pm on the day of the

meeting, or by contacting Ginny McIntosh at (763) 569-3319. Your comments

will be included in the record and addressed as part of the meeting.

Save Share

CITY OF BROOKLYN CENTER NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING | Notice Of Public Hearing | hometownsource.com

https://www.hometownsource.com/classifieds/sun_post/community/announcements/legal/notice_of_public_hearing/city-of-brooklyn-center-notice-of-pu… 1/2
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Alternatively, you may participate in the Planning Commission meeting via

Webex at: logis.webex.com Meeting Number (Access Code): 2866 413 9464

Password: BCPC08132026 By Phone: 1 (312) 535-8110 (Enter Access Code)

Auxiliary aids for persons with disabilities are available upon request at least 96

hours in advance. Please contact the City Clerk at (763) 569-3300 to make

arrangements. Respectfully, Ginny McIntosh Interim Deputy Community

Development Director and Planning Manager Published in the Sun Post July

30, 2026 1548930
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City of Brooklyn Center  |  6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy |  Brooklyn Center, MN 55430-2199  |  (763) 569-3300  | 
www.cityofbrooklyncenter.org 

Community Development 
763-569-3300

August 12, 2026 

Unity Temple Church Addition 

Building review comments for the Addition proposed for Unity Temple Church to be located at 4801 63rd 
Ave N. 

1. Prior to a Building permit being issued. A SAC determination for the new building will need to be done 
by Met Council and SAC determination letter received.

2. Separate permits and signed plans required for Building, Mechanical, Plumbing & Electrical. A Fire 
sprinkler permit with plans is required to be submitted to the Building Department for this building review. 
The Community Development department must be contacted on all proposed signage for this building. 
Permits are required for all exterior signage.

3. The addition and existing building will be required to have a sprinkler system installed if not already 
installed. City of Brooklyn Center zoning ordinance 3-101 B. (2) as adopted by the Minnesota State 
Building code 1306 Special Fire Protection system 1306.0020 Subp. 2, Existing and New buildings.

4. Hennepin County Health Department shall approve any kitchen and food related areas. An approval 
letter from them shall be received by the City of Brooklyn Center prior to any City permits being issued.

5. Pending if any plumbing is to be installed in the addition.  Plumbing plans shall be reviewed by the 
Department of Labor and Industry Plumbing Department or may be reviewed by the city of Brooklyn 
Center pending fixtures to be installed. All submitted documents shall be signed as required by 
Minnesota state statues.

6. Where parking in provided, accessible parking spaces shall be provided per MN Accessibility table 
1106.1. At least one (1) accessible route within the site shall be provided from accessible parking  to the 
accessible building entrance served.

7. Outdoor trash enclosure shall be screened from view by an opaque fence or wall high enough to 
completely screen the trash per city ordinance 12-308.

Exhibit D
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8. Building plans to be submitted to the City Building Department for review. If any items need to be
addressed, comments will be provided in a plan review letter addressed to the architect of record.

9. South parking lot paved areas shall be provided with drains that into a storm sewer system. Review
and approval of the drainage shall be completed by the City Engineering department and Building
department.

Sincerely, 

Dan Grinsteinner 
Building Official 
City of Brooklyn Center 
763-569-3313

http://www.cityofbrooklyncenter.org/


M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE: August 3, 2026 

TO: Ginny McIntosh, Interim Deputy Community Development Director & Planning 
Manager 

FROM: Touyia Lee, Assistant City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Public Works – Preliminary Site Plan 
4801 63rd Ave N, Unity Temple Church Addition 

Public Works staff reviewed the following documents submitted for review for the proposed 4801 63rd 
Ave N development known as Unity Temple Church. 

• 2026-07-15 City Submittal
This document included the following:

o Preliminary Plans

Subject to final staff Site Plan approval, the referenced plans must be revised in accordance with the 
following comments/revisions and approved prior to issuance of any permits. 

General Items 
1. The total disturbed area is greater than one acre, a NPDES permit is required along with a SWPPP

plan to be implemented. The total disturbed area is less than five acres; the City of Brooklyn Center
has reviewed the plans per the Shingle Creek Watershed Commission rules. From preliminary
review the applicant has met watershed’s rule requirements.

2. The applicant shall be responsible for coordinating site development plans with all private utility
companies (Xcel Energy, CenterPoint Energy, Qwest Communications, Comcast, etc. ) Applicant
shall be responsible for verifying all utilities are absent from the easement proposed to be vacated.

Agreements 
3. During construction of the site improvements, and until the permanent turf and plantings are

established, the developer will be required to reimburse the City for the administration and
engineering inspection efforts. Please submit a deposit of $5,000 that the City can draw upon on a
monthly basis.

4. A Construction Management Plan and Agreement is required that addresses general construction
activities and management provisions, traffic control provisions, emergency management provisions,
storm water pollution prevention plan provisions, tree protection provisions, general public welfare
and safety provisions, definition of responsibility provisions, temporary parking provisions, overall
site condition provisions and non-compliance provisions. A $5,000 deposit will be required as part of
the non-compliance provision.

5. An overall Easement Agreement is required that will provide the City perpetual accessibility to all
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private utilities and storm drainage areas to inspect and enforce proper utility service and 
maintenance for the entire site. This easement agreement also includes private inspection, 
maintenance, and reporting responsibilities. Easements to provide utility service to the development 
should be dedicated as necessary. 

6. Upon project completion, the applicant must submit an as-built survey of the property, improvements 
and utility service lines and structures, and provide certified record drawings for any associated 
private and/or public improvements prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy. The survey must 
also verify that all property corners have been established and are in place at the completion of the 
project as determined and directed by the City Engineer.  

7. Inspection for the private site improvements must be performed by the developer’s design/project 
engineer. Upon project completion, the design/project engineer must formally certify through a letter 
that the project was built in conformance with the approved plans and under the design/project 
engineer’s immediate and direct supervision. The engineer must be certified in the State of Minnesota 
and must certify all required as-built drawings (which are separate from the as-built survey). 
 

Anticipated Permitting 
8. A City of Brooklyn Center land disturbance permit is required. 
9. A Water and Sewer Permit is required. 
10. A Minnesota Pollution Control Agency NPDES storm water construction permit is required. 
11. Other permits not listed herein may be required. It is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain such 

permits as warranted. 
 
Prior to Issuance of Land Alteration 
12. Copies of all required permits must be provided to the City. 
13. Final construction plans and specification must be submitted and approved by the City Engineer. The 

final construction plans must be certified by a licensed engineer in the state of Minnesota. 
14. The Construction Management Plan and Agreement has been executed and the associated separate 

cash escrow has been deposited with the City. 
15. A preconstruction conference is scheduled and held with City staff and other entities designated by 

the City. 
 

All aforementioned items, comments and recommendations are provided based on the information 
submitted by the applicant at the time of this review. Subsequent approval of the final plan may require 
additional modifications based on engineering requirements associated with final design as established 
by the City Engineer and other public officials having jurisdiction over approval of the final site plans.
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